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CONFIDENTIAL OTTAWA 2460 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PAHO, SWEL, MX, Cl, VE, CA 

SUBJECT: ELECTION OF NEW DIRECTOR OF PAHO 

REF: STATE 167814 

CHARPENTIER, DIRECTOR, EXTAFF LATIN AMERICAN DIVISION, 

WAS PLEASED TO LEARN OF US DECISION TO SUPPORT DR. ACUNA 
OF MEXICO FOR DIRECTOR OF PAHO. GOC HAD NOT MADE DECISION 
ON ITS POSITION IN ELECTION BUT WAS INCLINED TOWARDS 
DR. ACUNA. GOC HAD NOT WISHED OFFEND VENEZUELA (CHARPENTIER 
MENTIONED NEED FOR VENEZUELAN OIL) BUT CHARPENTIER FELT THAT GOC 
WOULD NOW HAVE NO PROBLEM IN JOINING US TO SUPPORT MEXICAN 
CANDIDATE. HE WILL INFORM US SHOULD GOC DECISION BE OTHERWISE. 
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